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(54) Viewing area divider for a display device such as a monitor or tv screen 



(57) A divider (10) for a display device, such as a 
monitor or TV Screen (14) comprises an elongate strip 
(12) for attaching the divider (1 0) to the monitor (1 4) and 
a sheet-like body (16) made of non-transparent materia! 
which is arranged to extend transverse to the screen 
(14) so that part of the screen is obscured from view of 



a user (20) positbned to one side of the body (1 6) of the 
divider (10). In preferred embodiments the divider can 
be folded, rolled or provided as a fan-like element. Al- 
ternatively the divider may comprise two sheets, each 
having a slot, whereby the sheets can be attached to- 
gether by arranging the sheets transverse to each other 
and mating the respective slots together 
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Description 

[0001] The invention relates to a divider for a monitor 
or TV screen and particularly to, although not exclusive- 
ly limited to, a divider for splitting the viewing area of the 
monitor or TV screen into two or more discrete viewing 
areas. 

[0002] For some time now display devices, such as a 
monitor or TV screen, have been able to display different 
pictures on different parts of the screen, for example, 
displaying one channel In the main screen and another 
channel In a box inset within the main picture. On a com- 
puter monitor different pictures can be displayed in dif- 
ferent windows and the more powerful home computers 
can now run separate moving images In different win- 
dows. However, whilst the monitors may offer the facility 
of providing different images, they cannot prevent a per- 
son from viewing both images. 

[0003] The object of the present invention is to provide 
a divider for a display device. 

[0004] According to the invention there is provided a 
divider for a display device comprising attachment 
means for attaching the divider to the display device and 
a sheet-like body made at least partly of non- transpar- 
ent material arranged, in use, to extend transverse to 
the screen so as to obscure part of the screen from the 
view of a user positioned to one side of the body of the 
divider 

[0005] In that way^ part of the screen is obscured so 
that the picture displayed on that part of the screen can- 
not be viewed by the user positioned on one side of the 
body. The system according to the present invention has 
application where, for example, a computer game re- 
quires two players to play simultaneously on one screen 
without seeing what their opponent is doing. A typical 
example of such a game would be "Battleships" where 
it is essential that each player can only see their own 
ships. 

[0006] The body is preferably opaque and may be 
decorated appropriately, for example, with artwork as- 
sociated with a game. 

[0007] The body may be folded for storage and may 
be unfolded into an extended position when arranged 
on the screen. Preferably, the body is folded in a con- 
certina fold for more compact storage. 
[0008] Alternatively, the body nnay be made from a 
material which can be readily rolled, for example fabric. 
In such a case, the material is unrolled to provide Ihe 
sheet-like body. 

[0009] In a further embodiment the sheet-like body 
comprises a fan-like arrangement comprising a plurality 
of elongate elements pivolally mounted together, each 
clement being connected to the next clement by moans 
of a web of flexible material. 

[0010] In any of the above embodiments the part of 
the body which is arranged to be located towards the 
lower part of the screen is preferably weighted so as to 
hold the divider in tension to provide a substantially rigid 
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body. 

[0011] The part of the body which is arranged towards 
the base of the screen preferably includes a stand for 
supporting the body and in the most preferred embodi- 
5 ment, the stand is weighted. 

[0012] The body nnay include a transparent portion 
where the circumstances require it. Preferably the trans- 
parent portion connprises a coloured clearnnaterial, such 
as perspex. In that way, the pictures shown on the other 
side of the screen could be selectively coloured so that 
both users could have access to certain information 
from their opponents screen whilst other information 
shown in the colour of the transparent coloured portion 
would not be visible. Alternatively, the transparent por- 
tion could be arranged whereby one face of the portion 
provides a mirrored surface while the other face is trans- 
parent to provide a one-way mirror. In that way, a hand- 
icapping system could be introduced whereby one play- 
er could see information on the opponent's screen while 
the other player could not. 

[0013] The attachment means preferably comprises 
a rigid strip which projects from the top of the sheet-like 
body and is attached to the top of the display device. 
The attachment could be effected by means of glue, 
double-sided adhesive tape, or rc-usabic adhesive ma- 
terial, such as "Blue Tack" (registered trade mark). Al- 
ternatively, a slot may be provided on the top of the 
screen for receiving the elongate strip. 
[0014] Embodiments of the invention will now be de- 
scribed in detail with reference to the accompanying 
drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a divider in accordance 
with the invention mounted on a TV screen. 
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the divider of Fig- 
ure 1 shown mounted to a TV screen. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the divider of Fig- 
ures 1 and 2 shown to a larger scale Figure 4 is a 
perspective view of another embodiment of divider 
in accordance with the invention, 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of a further embodi- 
ment of divider in accordance with the invention, 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a still further em- 
bodiment of divider in accordance with the inven- 
tion, and 

Figure 7 is a perspective view of a further embodi- 
ment of divider in accordance with the invention 
shown on a monitor. 

[0015] In Figures 1 to 3 a divider 10 comprises an 
elongate strip 12 attached to the top of a TV monitor 14 
and a sheet-like body 16 with a stand 18 at the base 
thereof. 

[0016] The divider 10 is arranged on the monitor 14 
in such a manne r that first and second users 20, 22 can- 
not see the part of the screen viewed by their opponent. 
The body 16 extends substantially perpendicularly to 
the screen of the nnonitor 14, and is arranged substan- 
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tially vertically. 

[0017] Figure 2 shows the divider 10 arranged on a 
monitor 1 4 next to a games console 24, and 
[0018] Figure 3 shows the divider to a larger scale, 
[0019] Figure 4 shows an alternative divider 10 com- s 
prising an elongate strip 12, a sheet-like body 16 and a 
stand 18. The body 16 comprises an elongate member 
which is folded in concertina folds 26 to allow for com- 
pact storage of the divider when not in use. 
[0020] Figure 5 shows another divider 10 comprising io 
an ebngate strip 12 for attachment to the monitor 14. 
The divider 10 has a body 16 comprising 5 elongate 
members 28a to 28e which are pivotally connected at 
pivot point 30. The elongate member 28a is integral with 
the elongate strip 12 which extends perpendicular to the is 
member 28a from an end thereof spaced from the pivot 
point 30. The member 28e has a stand 18 at the end 
thereof spaced from the pivot point 30. Each member 
28a to 28e is connected to its neighbour by means of 
respective flexible webs 32a to 32d. When the divider 
10 is not In use, the members 28a to 28e can be folded 
together for compact storage. When the divider Ids in 
use, the members 28a to 28e are folded out so that the 
flexible webs 32a to 32d are taut and the webs then act 
as a non-transparent barrier to prevent the first and sec- 
ond users from seeing their opponents side of the 
screen. 

[0021] Figure 6 relates to a further form of divider 10 
in accordance with the invention. The divider 10 com- 
prises an elongate strip 12 for attachment to the top of 30 
the TV monitor and an elongate sheet-like body 16 
made from flexible material which is rolled on to a batten 
34. In use, the body 16 is unrolled and the weight of the 
batten 34 holds the body in tension. 

[0022] The body 1 6 may further comprise a portion 36 3S 
of transparent material or semitransparent material. The 
portion 36 may comprise a sheet of transparent material 
with a mirror coating on one side so as to form a one 
way mirror. In that way, one user is able to see his op- 
ponent's screen while the other user cannot. That ar- 40 
rangement is useful where handicapping of one player 
is required. 

[0023] In fig. 7 an alternative embodiment of divider 
10 is shown. Parts corresponding to parts in tigs. 1 and 
2 carry the same reference numerals. ^5 
[0024] The divider 1 0 comprises a sheet-like body 1 6 
and a sheet member 38. 

[0025] The sheel-like body 16 has a slol 40 formed in 
and running transverse to an edge thereof. The slot 40 
is formed in the edge of the body 16 which is closest to so 
the monitor 1 4 when the body 1 6 is in place. The slot 40 
is formed toward an end of the edge, the top end in use. 
[0026] The shoot member 38 has a slot 42 formed in 
an edge thereof, the slot 42 running transverse to the 
edge. The slot is formed toward the mid point of the edge 55 
of the sheet member 38. 

[0027] In order to mount the divider 10 on the monitor 
1 4, the body 1 6 and sheet member 38 are arranged per- 
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pendicular to one another The slots 40, 42 are then mat- 
ed so that part of the sheet member 38 is received in 
the slot 40 and part of the body 16 is received in the slot 
42. 

[0028] The sheet member 38 is then placed on top of 
the monitor 14 so that the body 16 abuts the screen of 
the monitor and splits the screen into two. The body 16 
and sheet member 38 are dimensioned so that the 
weight of the sheet member 38 on top of the monitor is 
sufficient to retain the body 16 in place on the monitor 
14. 

[0029] The body 16 and sheet member 38 may both 
be provided with both slots 40, 42 so that they can be 
used interchangably. Alternatively, only the body 16 may 
include a slot 40 and the sheet member 38 may have 
no slots. 

[0030] The body 1 6 and sheet member 38 are prefer- 
ably made from stiff paper or card or aminated paper or 
card to provide some rigidity to the divider In that way 
the body 1 6 and/or the sheel member 38 may be printed, 
for example, with game information. 
[0031] The invention has particular application to vid- 
eo games where two users wish to play head to head 
on one screen and where seeing the opponent's, part of 
tho screen could unfairly advantage one side. With tho 
present invention, the divider 1 0 can be mounted on the 
TV monitor 1 4 and two opponents can play head to head 
without being able to see their opponents screen. This 
opens up possibilities for more complex games on a sin- 
gle screen system. For example, in a game of "Battle- 
ships" it has never previously been possible for two play- 
ers to play the game head to head on one screen, 
whereas the present invention provides that possibility. 
[0032] It will be appreciated that, given a sufficiently 
wide screen, multiple dividers 1 0 may be provided to al- 
low multiple screen divisions. For example, a wide 
screen monitor may allow two or three dividers to be at- 
tached to provide three or four, respectively, screen seg- 
ments. 

[0033] It is envisaged that the divider 10 in accord- 
ance with any of the above embodiments would be dec- 
orated with artwork appropriate to the game with which 
it is sold. 

[0034] Whilst the invention has been described with 
specific reference to the playing of video games, it will 
be appreciated that the system could be used to divide 
a television so that one channel can be viewed on one 
half and a second channel can be viewed on the other 
half without distracting the other viewers. 



Claims 

1. A divider for a display device comprising attach- 
ment means for attaching the divider to the display 
device and a sheet-like body made at least partly of 
non-transparent material arranged, in use, to ex- 
tend transverse to the screen so as to obscure part 
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of the screen from the view of the user positioned 
to one side of the body of the divider 

2. A divider arranged on a screen of a display device 
and extending transverse to the screen, the divider 
comprising attachment means for attaching the di- 
vider to the display device and a sheet-like body 
made at least partly of non-transparent material ar- 
ranged so as to obscure part of the screen from the 
view of a user positioned to one side of the body of 
the divider 

3. A divider according to claim 1 or 2 in which the body 
is opaque. 

4. A divider according to claim 1 , 2 or 3 in which the 
body is foldable for storage and may be unfolded 
into an extended position when arranged on the 
screen. 

5. A divider according to claim 4 in which the body is 
folded in a concertina fold for more compact stor- 
age. 

6. A divider according to claim 1 , 2 or 3 in which the 
body is made from a material which can be readily 
roiled, whereby the material can be unrolled to pro- 
vide the sheet-like body and rolled for compact stor- 
age. 

7. A divider according to claim 1 . 2 or 3 in which the 
sheet-like body comprises a fan-like arrangement 
comprising a plurality of elongate elements pivotally 
mounted together at a pivot point, each element be- 
ing connected to the next element by means of a 
web of flexible material. 

8. A divider according to any preceding claim in which 
the part of the sheet-like body which is arranged to 
be located towards the lower part of the screen is 
weighted so as to hold the divider in tension to pro- 
vide a substantially rigid sheet-like body. 

9. A divider according to any preceding claim in which 
the part o1 the body which is arranged towards the 
base of the screen, in use, includes a stand for sup- 
porting the body. 

10. A divider according to claim 9 in which the stand is 
weighted. 

11. A divider according to any preceding claim in which 
the body includes a transparent portion. 

12. A divider according to claim 11 in which the trans- 
parent portion comprises a coloured clear material. 

13. A divider according to claim 11 or 12 in which the 



transparent portion is arranged such that one face 
of the portion provides a mirrored surface while the 
other face is transparent so as to provide a one-way 
mirror 

5 

14. A divider according to any proceeding claim in 
which the attachment means comprises a rigid strip 
which projects from the top ot the sheet-like body 
and is attachable to the top of the display device. 

10 

15. A divider according to claim 14 in which the top of 
the screen includes a slot dimensioned to received 
the elongate rigid strip to effect attachment of the 
divider to the display device. 

75 

16. A divider according to claim 1 , 2 or 3 in which the 
attachment means comprises a sheet member and 
the sheet-like body includes a slot in an edge there- 
of and running transverse to the edge, whereby the 

20 sheet-like body can be secured to the attachment 
means by arranging the sheet -like body transverse 
to the sheet member of the attachment means and 
inserting the sheet member into the slot whereby 
part of the sheet member is received in the slot. 

2S 

17. A divider according to claim 16 in which the sheet 
member of the attachment means comprises a slot 
formed in an edge thereof running transverse to the 
edge whereby the sheet-like body and the sheet 

30 member are secured together by matina the respec- 
tive slots together so that part of the sheet member 
is received in the slot in the sheet-like body and part 
of the sheet-like body is received in the slot in the 
sheet member 

35 

18. A divider according to claim 16 or 17 in which the 
slot in the sheet-like body is formed toward an end 
of the edge thereof. 

40 19. A divider according to claim 17 in which the slot in 
the sheet member is formed toward the middle of 
the edge thereof. 

20. A display device comprising a screen and a divider 
45 for the screen, the divider comprising attachment 

means attaching the divider to the display device 
and a sheet-like body extending transverse to the 
screen, the body being made at least partly of non- 
transparent material and being arranged so as to 
so obscure part of the screen from the view of a user 
positioned to one side of the body of the divider 

21. A display dovico comprising a screen and a divider 
as set out in any of claims 1 to 1 9. 

55 
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